
 

3180 Bellevue Ave. Syracuse 
315-468-3443 

Eat-in, 
Take Out, or 

Delivery 

4326 E Genesee St, Syracuse, NY  
Open 7 Days!  11am to 8pm 

 

Neopolitan & Sicilian Pizza, 
various appetizers, salads, chicken 

wings, subs, sandwiches, Italian 
specialties, desserts, and more! 

Proudly Serving CNY for 
over 3 generations! 

327 First Street, Liverpool 
457-2151 

Monday - Sunday  7 - 9  
 

Great selection of quality  
Greeting Cards; Birthday,  

Sympathy, Holiday.   
Only $1.99 ea. 

Stop in after Mass 
on Sunday for a  

FREE cup of coffee 
while you shop! 

Winner in Syracuse.com's 2024 CNY Pizza Tour  
of 52 area pizza shops!  

If you would like to place an ad in the bulletin, 
contact Walt at: 
mail@syracuseprintingcenter.com 

The Alden Street Foundation 
https://aldenstreetfoundation.org 

  
We are proud to have supported  

Syracuse Jail Ministry  
for the past 17 years, with donations  

totaling $130,000. 
 Jail Ministry conducts its vital mission 
with just two employees and a corps of 

dedicated volunteers.  

 St. Lucy’s Church  
 In the Heart of the Near West Side 

JANUARY 3RD & 4TH, 2026 
THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 

The next Bible Study, led by Jim 
Bresnahan, will be held over 
Zoom this Monday, January 5, 
from 7 to 8:30 pm.  We con-
tinue  our study of the Gospel 
of John.  

Bread of Life - meals served 
 

           11-19            158  
           12-17             159  

To more fully understand today’s 
story of the Epiphany, I think it’s 
helpful to look at it from 2 totally 
different perspectives. The Maji 
were on a journey to pay homage to 
their new king that had been prom-
ised by the scriptures. It was a pil-
grimage that offered them hope & 
promise. (They were orded to make 
the trip by their earthly king, Herod, 
even though they didn’t know his 
true intent. “Go and search diligently 
for the child. When you have found 
him, bring me word, that I too may 
go and do him homage.”  
 

From Herod’s perspective, the birth of 
Jesus represented a real threat.  The 
possibility of a new king. His power and 
identity are at risk of being lost.  
 

The wise men and Herod are re-
sponding to the same thing; the child 
and the birth of new life. The wise 
men are open and give themselves 
to something new and maybe even 
unknown. Herod is closed and wants 
the same old thing. The wise men 
travel and search. Herod hunkers 
down and shelters in place.  
The wise men follow their longing. 
Herod wallows in his fear. Both, 
however, were about the child. Both 
were an epiphany.  
 
For ourselves, we pray that this 
epiphany will mean love, forgive-
ness, healing, hope, gratitude, cour-
age, beauty, compassion, gentleness 
with ourselves or others, mercy,  
nonviolence, repentance, new life, 
truth telling, and wisdom.  



 

 

MASS SCHEDULE:  
 

Saturday, 4:00 p.m.  
Sunday, 10 a.m. in-person and on Zoom.  
ASL interpreted.  
Thursday, 9 a.m. in St. Lucy’s Kateri Chapel 
  

EVERY WEEK:  
 

Sunday, 11 a.m. - 12 p.m. – Food Pantry  
Monday, 4:00 - 6:00 p.m. – Pickleball, St. Lucy’s gym. 
(Cathy Lunetta, organizer)   
Monday, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. – Parish Office open (Rectory) 
Tuesday, 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. – Food Pantry  
Wednesday, 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. – Agape Shop open 
Wednesday, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. – Parish Office open (Rectory)  
Wednesday, 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. – Food Pantry  
Wednesday, 11 a.m. - Bread of Life, St. Lucy’s gym  
Thursday, 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. – Food Pantry  
Friday, 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. – Parish Office open (Rectory)  
Friday, 12 noon – Bulletin deadline 
(mail@syracuseprintingcenter.com)  
Saturday, 8:00 - 9:30 a.m. – Catholic Worker on Wheels  
Send event information to: Terry Gavagan 

(tgavagan@twcny.rr.com  
 

Upcoming Events! Save the Date: 
 

Peace Prayer on Saturday, January 3rd.  9 am  
Bible Study, led by Jim Bresnahan, will be held over Zoom 
on Monday, January 5, from 7 to 8:30 pm.  

Mass Intentions 
 

Saturday December 27th– 4:00pm -For Our Parishioners 
Sunday December 28th-10:00am-Rose Anne LaValle- 
     Theresa LaValle 
Thursday January 8th –10:00am-For our benefactors 
Saturday January 10th– 4:00pm -For Pat Bergan & family-
    Friends at St. Lucy’s 
Sunday January 11th-10:00am-For Pat Bergan & family- 
    Friends at St. Lucy’s 

Lectors  
 

Jan 3rd-Beth Bentz 
Jan 4th-Jane Hugo & Dan Welch 

 

Homilists 
Jan 4th-Maureen Lasda 

Jan 11th-Monica Nortz 
Jan 18th-Peggy Thompson 

GLUTEN FREE HOSTS ARE NOW AVAILABLE  ON SUNDAYS ONLY 
Please proceed up the left side aisle where there will be a separate minister.  

Lord Jesus, your gift of the Eucharist is an invitation 
to a deeper relationship with our God. How blessed 
we are to be gathered at this table. 

"We acknowledge with respect the Onondaga 
Nation, Firekeepers of the Haudenosaunee, the 
Indigenous peoples on whose ancestral lands  
St. Lucy's stands."  

432 Gifford Street, Syracuse, NY 13204   
(315) 475-7273     www.saintlucys.org 
Pastor:  Fr. Jim Mathews  jdmgolfer@yahoo.com 
Parish Business Administrator: Mary Fitzgerald  
email: info@saintlucys.org  
Margot Grobsmith, Pastoral Associate 
Food Pantry: Murray Gould, (315) 418-5241 
Permanent Chaplain: Raymond Misita 
 

Saint Kateri Tekakwitha Chapel  located to the right  
of the main altar                 www.katerisyracuse.com 

January's Parish Council meeting will be on 
TUESDAY, Jan. 20, 6 p.m. in the Kateri 
Chapel. People are asked to enter the 
church through the rear door.  

White Poverty; that's right, 
WHITE poverty.  According to 
Rev Dr William J. Barber II, "I 
sound the alarm about white 
poverty because I'm con-
vinced that we can't expose 
the peculiar exceptionalism of 
America's poverty without see-
ing how it impacts the very peo-
ple that our myths pretend to 
privilege."  Barber's 2024 
book White Poverty will be the 
object of discussion for the 
Race Matters Book Club on 

Mon Jan 26 @ 7 pm on zoom.     

 
Collection Last Weekend 

 

General Offertory   $1,491 
Christmas Gifts  $10,400 
Christmas Offertory  $5,441 
Repairs   $180 
Religious Education $45 
Vanco    $2,310 
 

Thank you for your continued support 

St. Lucy's Bread of Life Cookbook  
 

Looking for a meaningful gift this holiday sea-
son?  The Bread of Life Cookbook is filled with 
hundreds of recipes lovingly shared by St. Lucy's 
parishioners. Proceeds benefit Bread of Life, our 
free Wednesday lunchtime meal that serves 100
–200 neighbors each week. The cookbook is 
$25/each plus shipping ($5.00 for the first copy, 
and $0.75 for each additional copy to the same 
address). To order, see Terry Gavagan after 10 
AM Sunday Mass or send a check (with the 
word "cookbook" in the memo line) to: Cook-
book, St. Lucy's Church, 432 Gifford St., Syra-
cuse, NY 13204. With the check, please include 

Over the past couple of weeks, our homilists; Jill Hurst-Wahl, 
Erin Moore and David Turner, focused on the Nativity. I’m 
tempted to refer to these gifted speakers as a trinity or even 
our holy family, but instead I just call them a trio. As far as I 
am aware, there was no collaboration between them on 
these talks, but they meshed together perfectly. When the 
online versions of the Masses become available, I strongly 
encourage you to watch them again, in order. 

 
Dave Turner began his talk 
by putting the Holy Family 
in historical perspective as 
it relates to the Church and 
to society in general. One 
tool he uses to do this is 
with artists depictions, 
equivalent in some ways to 
today's social media. Before 
the 16th century, paintings 
of the Holy Family as Jo-

seph, Mary and Jesus are almost non existent. On the other 
hand, depictions of Mary and Jesus were plentiful. It wasn’t 
until 1893 that Pope Leo VIII instituted a feast day for the 
Holy Family, but only for certain dioceses. This was in part a 
response to the growing secularization of society and an at-
tempt to reinforce the importance of the nuclear family. In 
1921, Pope Benedict VX extended the celebration to the 
whole Church, adding it to the liturgical calendar. 
 
Dave referred to pictures in the bulletin that he had re-
quested that I include. The image on the front page showed 
the Family as relatively poor, common working people. Jo-
seph is laboring in his shop and a Mary who lacked the ex-
treme beauty and radiance shown in many other pictures, is 
caring for her Son who had injured his finger. Allegedly 
Charles Dickens had some harsh words on this depiction of 
the Blessed Mother. (Look it up!) 
 
Dave later somewhat reluctantly shared a personal family 
experience relating to the first reading from the Book of 
Sirach that empathized the importance of honoring and re-
specting our parents.  A nephew came to resent the care be-
ing given to his ailing mother because it upset his plans. Dave 
said that this is totally contrary to what Jesus would want to 
happen in our families. 

We had a beautiful, intimate Mass on New 
Year’s Day. Attendance was low since the 
weather was terrible. Our Musical quintet 
was extraordinary. It’s a shame more peo-
ple weren’t there to experience their beau-
tiful performance. On a plus side, Gifford 
St. was fairly well plowed. Maybe thanks to 
our new Deputy Mayor! 


